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Mid-State Health Network Special Release
NOTICE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-6

Governor Whitmer Orders Temporary Restrictions on Entry into
Care Facilities and Juvenile Justice Facilities

Please be advised a new Executive Order was issued by Governor Whitmer late yesterday,
Friday, March 13. This order restricts the visitation at all health care facilities, residential care
facilities (this includes specialized residential and substance used disorder residential
treatment facilities), congregate care facilities and juvenile justice facilities, beginning
Saturday, March 14, at 9:00 a.m. Additionally, this order requires that beginning as soon as
possible but no later than Monday, March 16 at 9:00 a.m., these facilities must assess for
COVID-19 symptoms and risk factors for all individuals not under their care who are seeking
entry into their facilities. The facilities must deny entry to any individual with these symptoms
or risk factors. These restrictions will remain in place until April 5, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.
 
The department is aware of the impact that this will have on being able to provide face-to-
face, medically necessary supports and services and we will be providing guidance on the
approved methods for care in short order.

Governor Whitmer Orders Temporary Restrictions on Entry into
Care Facilities and Juvenile Justice Facilities 

Governor also orders state public bodies to postpone
public meetings if possible and facilitate remote participation
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LANSING, Mich. -- Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed Executive Order 2020-6 to impose temporary

restrictions on entry into health care facilities, residential care facilities, congregate care facilities, and

juvenile justice facilities. The governor also signed Executive Directive 2020-2 to order state public bodies

to postpone the public meetings that they can and to facilitate remote participation in the meetings that do

occur. 

 

Under Executive Order 2020-6, beginning Saturday, March 14 at 9:00 a.m.all health care facilities,
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residential care facilities, congregate care facilities, and juvenile justice facilities must prohibit any visitors

that are not necessary for medical care, support of activities of daily living like bathing or eating, or that

are not visiting under exigent circumstances. Additionally, beginning as soon as possible but no later than

Monday, March 16 at 9:00 a.m.these facilities must assess for COVID-19 symptoms and risk factors for

all individuals not under their care who are seeking entry into their facilities. The facilities must deny entry

to any individual with these symptoms or risk factors. These restrictions will remain in place until April 5,

2020 at 5:00 p.m. During that time, the order encourages the affected facilities to use electronic

communication platforms to facilitate visitations with individuals under their care. 

 

Under Executive Directive 2020-2, all public bodies of departments and agencies of the state, including

boards, commissions, committees, subcommittees, authorities, and councils, must consider postponing

public meetings that may be moved to a later time. Additionally, department and agency public bodies

subject to the Open Meetings Act that must continue to meet must do so in a way that ensures adequate

notice and access for all participants. This could include remote participation by conference call, real-time

streaming, or other platforms, so long as public access and participation is preserved. 

 

“We are taking every measure we can to mitigate the spread of coronavirus and protect Michigan

families,” said Governor Whitmer. “This is a hard time for families, and we will continue to put their health

and safety first when making these decisions. During this crisis, we must ensure that state meetings

remain open and accessible to the public. I also want to remind everyone to continue doing everything

they can at an individual level to protect themselves and their families, like washing their hands and

practicing social distancing. We will get through this together.” 

 

“We believe these actions, along with those the governor has announced in the past few days, will help

us slow the spread of COVID-19 in Michigan and protect our communities,” said Michigan Department of

Health and Human Services Chief Deputy for Health and Chief Medical Executive Dr. Joneigh Khaldun.

“We encourage every Michigander to remain flexible and take care of each other at this time.” 

 

Patients with confirmed infection have reportedly had mild to severe respiratory illness with symptoms of: 
Fever 
Cough 
Shortness of breath 

 

The best prevention for viruses, such as influenza, the common cold or COVID-19 is to: 
If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19, call your health care provider. If you do not
have a health care provider, call the nearest hospital. 
Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for 20 seconds. If not available, use hand
sanitizer.  
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.  
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or upper sleeve when coughing or sneezing.  
Avoid contact with people who are sick.  
If you are sick, stay home, and avoid contact with others. 
Replace handshakes with elbow bumps. 
Stay at least 6 feet away from others when in a public setting. 

 

Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available at

Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus. 
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To view executive order 2020-6 and executive directive 2020-2, click the links below:
ED 2020-02.pdf

EO 2020-6.pdf

MSHN UPDATES/PREVENTION:
As previously announced, MSHN will continue to utilize its weekly constant contact newsletter to update and
communicate with providers and community stakeholders’ regarding prevention and management of COVID-
19 as recommended by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and encourages provider to utilize the
resources available via links provided below. In addition, MSHN has developed a page on our website to
provide updates and resources. https://midstatehealthnetwork.org/provider-network-resources/provider-
resources-1/coronavirus-covid-19

MSHN PROVIDER REQUESTS/QUESTIONS:
As leaders in Michigan’s health care field, we have the opportunity to help our community partners, provider
networks and the people we serve to remain calm, to be prepared and to guide them through this time of
uncertainty.  It’s essential that as a PIHP we have a consistent and effective way to receive and communicate
messages to all our stakeholders.

Effective immediately, please direct all COVID-19 questions or concerns directly to the following
email: coronavirus@midstatehealthnetwork.org. 
 
As developments take place, we will continue to keep you informed by sending updates via
Constant Contact and posting news and information on the MSHN website.

RESOURCES:
The Centers for Disease Control provides updates on the virus and safety information for the public and
healthcare professionals.

The State of Michigan provides updates on the disease's spread within the state, as well as frequently asked
questions available here.

Thank you for your collaboration with MSHN!
​Mid-State Health Network Administration

If you would like others on your team to receive MSHN's weekly updates and Special

Releases, please share the link below for quick, easy registration

http://tinyurl.com/MSHNSUDUpdate
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